
DARKEST NIGHT 

SEASON 3

EPISODE 6: Goat Trees

CHARACTERS

Katie Reed: Mid 20s. Impulsive and spontaneous. Quick learner 
who isn’t afraid to speak her mind. Knows she’s wrapped up in 
a larger conspiracy now, but has to keep that from Ricketts. 
Vivian Lobdow just told Katie that she needs her help.

Han Ziggler: Mid 40s. He is an agent for the NTK and Katie’s 
new partner.

Lexi: 20s. She is a free spirit who is a little out of it.

Todd: 20s. He is a seasoned stoner, psychedelic drug user and 
is not the brightest light bulb.

Goat Man: Late 30s. He is a weird lil man who is way out in 
his own universe with his own goals.

Woman in Green - authoritative, commanding, strong 
personality with a taste of violence. Completely lost in her 
fucked up cause.

LOCATIONS 

1. NTK Nest

2. Camp Ground

3. The woods.



Efx: Opening Door

Efx: Recording Device on

HAN ZIGGLER
We found a weird one today.

KATIE
Well considering what our new 
normal is...I can only imagine what 
what this head looks like. I still 
can’t stop thinking about the human 
meat processing plant.

HAN ZIGGLER
I’ve never seen anything like it.

KATIE
Maybe now is the time I finally 
switch to veganism. 

HAN ZIGGLER
I don’t blame you. Though, it’ll be 
hard to trust the labeling after 
this point. Anyway....

Efx: Cart rolling

HAN ZIGGLER (CONT’D)
We found this fellow in the woods.

KATIE
Holy shit!

Efx: Wet popping noise.

EFX: Sound of scalpel cutting flesh, beeps. 

KATIE
Withdrawing blood from the optic 
nerve and depositing it into the 
box.

Efx: Wet popping noises

HAN ZIGGLER
NTK Assignment #006
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KATIE
Time stamp is registering 
correctly. Initiating playback in 
3...
2...
1... 
Initiate.

EFX: Transition noise

EFX: FADE IN

Efx: crunching through underbrush

LEXI
Are we almost there?

TODD
Yeah.

Beat.

LEXI
Are you feeling anything?

TODD
Sorta. It’s taking a lot longer to 
kick in than his last batch. 

LEXI
You think we got gipped?

TODD
Nah, Harris wouldn’t do that. The 
first time I got acid from him it 
took like 90 minutes to kick in but 
I tripped HARRRRRRD.  

LEXI
(laughing)

Harder than that time we went 
hunting tribes of wild asparagus?

TODD
Oh god, I forgot about that! 

LEXI
That trip we were camping over on 
the east ridge. Tonight we’re in 
the basin, right?
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TODD
Yep. There’s a site I’ve used 
before. We’re almost there.

EFX: crunching brush, walking.

LEXI
Shit. I think I’m starting to feel 
something. 

TODD
Just keep it together long enough 
to set up camp. We’ll be there 
shortly.

NARRATOR
As Lexi and Todd descended into the 
basin, the air grew thicker. The 
ocean of treetops they had been 
admiring from the ridge slowly 
became a shimmering tapestry 
overhead. Lexi felt much like she 
was sinking underwater, the canopy 
of leaves rolling like waves above 
her. 

LEXI
I feel like we’re at the bottom of 
the ocean.

TODD
What?

LEXI
The ocean. 

TODD
We’re in the mountains 3000 miles 
from any ocean.

LEXI
Look, the birds are sorta like 
fish.

TODD
I think it’s kicked in for you! I 
think I’m starting to get visuals 
too! The bushes are like Van Gough 
paintings. Shit, I think it’s 
kicked in for me too!

LEXI
The seaweed is waving at us.
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TODD
Oh thank god! we’re here!

NARRATOR
Todd was relieved to see an open 
area ahead with a dead and darkened 
fire pit in the middle. They had 
finally arrived. Todd dropped his 
pack on the grass and began rifling 
through it. He then dropped the 
tent on the ground near Lexi’s 
feet.

TODD
You set up the tent and I’ll built 
the fire.

EFX: Lexi bursts out laughing.

LEXI
You can’t build a fire underwater, 
idiot!

TODD
Jesus christ, you are gone, aren’t 
you?

NARRATOR
Lexi picked up the tent and began 
pulling the pieces out of the bag. 
They worked in silence as Todd 
gathered kindling and Lexi staked 
the familiar blue canvas to the 
ground. 

LEXI
Did you hear that?!

TODD
Hear what?

LEXI
That voice?

TODD
Your voice?

LEXI
No, jackass, it was a man’s voice.

TODD
I didn’t hear anything.

EFX: The spark of a lighter.
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LEXI
Seriously, what are you doing? I 
told you, you can’t light a fire 
underwater! You’re just wasting it!

TODD
If we’re underwater, how am I 
breathing?

LEXI
How do you breathe when you’re not 
underwater?

TODD
I don’t know, my body just does it.

LEXI
Exactly!

NARRATOR
Lexi snapped in the last pole and 
admired the tent, pleased that they 
wouldn’t float away in the middle 
of the night.

LEXI
There! There it is again! And he 
knows my inner thoughts...

TODD
Then it’s probably just in your 
head.

EFX: Log breaking, tree falling in the woods.

LEXI
(whispering)

Tell me you heard that, though.

TODD
Yeah...it’s probably just the wind.

LEXI
Yeah...might be the currents. 

Efx: distant goat mew

LEXI (CONT’D)
What was that?

TODD
An animal?
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LEXI
What kind?

TODD
I don’t know, Lex.

Efx: distant goat mew

LEXI
Is that person?

TODD
No. Maybe a goat?

LEXI
Okay, I’m getting really freaked 
out, Todd.

NARRATOR
Todd walked over and hugged Lexi, 
pulling her close.

TODD
Relax. Breathe. Don’t let this 
become a bad trip.

Efx: goat mew, but louder

LEXI
It’s getting closer, Todd.

TODD
I know. I know...I can’t handle 
this right now.

EFX: Great big logs snapping.

LEXI
You’ve been here before right? To 
this campsite? It’s not just one 
someone told you about or 
something?

TODD
Yeah, relax. I used to come here 
with my dad all the time.

NARRATOR
Todd lied in a flimsy attempt to 
help Lexy feel calm.

LEXI
You are a liar!
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TODD
What? No!

LEXI
The voice says you’re lying!

TODD
What voice, Lexi?!

EFX: trees groaning

EFX: goat mew

LEXI
You’ve never been here before. How 
did you know about this place, 
Todd.

TODD
(sighing)

My friend Mike told me about it.

LEXI
I don’t like it here.

EFX: trees groaning

EFX: multiple goat calls

LEXI (CONT’D)
There’s more than one, now. I’m 
really freaking out, Todd.

TODD
It’s goats. This is...fuck, I wish 
I wasn’t on acid right now. We’re 
losing daylight and we don’t have a 
fire.

EFX: multiple goat calls in stereo.

LEXI
(terrified)

It’s all around us. They’re 
everywhere.

TODD
Maybe we should leave.

LEXI
We can’t hike in the dark. Plus I’m 
starting to trip hard, Todd. I see 
people in the fucking trees.
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TODD
No you don’t.

LEXI
They’re waving at us.

Efx: wind rustling through the trees

LEXI (CONT’D)
Build that fire, Todd. It doesn’t 
feel as wet anymore. Maybe it’ll 
work....Now I am seeing people up 
in the branches!

TODD
Okay. Stop looking into the trees 
Lexi, ‘cause you’re really freaking 
me out. 

LEXI
I won’t look at the trees. Just 
hurry. I think they’re above us, 
too. I can feel them way up there. 
Slowly coming down over us 
like...like spiders. 

EFX: Sound of zippo flicking over and over.

TODD
For god sake’s, Lexi, shut up!

EFX: Sound of fire catching.

TODD (CONT’D)
Oh thank fuck.

LEXI
It’s good but it wont keep them 
away.

EFX: goats mewing

NARRATOR
Todd looked over to give Lexi an 
admonished look but she didn’t 
notice. Instead, she stared blindly 
up into the darkened canopy above.

LEXI
They’re still coming!
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NARRATOR
Todd walked over to Lexi and 
grabbed her shoulders giving her  
little shake.

TODD
We have to keep our shit together. 
Do you want to go lie down for a 
little bit? 

LEXI
Why would I do that?

TODD
Not gonna lie, Lex, I’m barely 
hanging on.

Efx: continuous crackle of fire

NARRATOR
Lexi’s eyes drifted back up into 
the trees above them. Todd shook 
her again.

TODD
Lexi!

LEXI
There’s no time to lie down. It’s 
coming! Can’t you hear it? 

Efx: branches snapping in the distance

TODD
That’s just animals. Goats.

LEXI
No, the goats are already dead.

Efx: branches snap closer

Efx: goat call

TODD
They don’t fucking sound dead, 
Lexi.

Efx: trees groaning 

Efx: wind through the leaves

Efx: goat call
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NARRATOR
Lexi came to as if she snapped out 
of a trace-like state.

LEXI
Todd, I don’t like this.

TODD
It’s fine. Just some goats that 
wandered away from a ranch or 
something. Here, drink some water.

LEXI
I can’t drink that underwater, 
Todd! 

Efx: what sounds like walking through the woods

LEXI (CONT’D)
(scared)

Someone’s out there.

Efx: goat call, close

TODD
Okay. Okay, I’m gonna check it out.

LEXI
I’m too scared.

TODD
You stay here.

LEXI
(crying)

I can’t! You know the rules, Todd! 
No one goes anywhere alone when 
we’re tripping!

TODD
Fine, fine. Just grab the 
flashlight out of my pack, would 
you?

Efx: canvas ruffling

LEXI
Here. 

Efx: flashlight clicks on

TODD
It’s gonna be fine. We’re just 
gonna scare off the goats.

11.



Efx: goat call, close

NARRATOR
Todd swung the flashlight in the 
direction of the call.

LEXI
(whispering in left ear)

That was next to camp.

TODD
(whispering in right ear)

They’re getting closer. 

Efx: goat call

LEXI
(whispering in left ear)

I still see people in the trees. 

TODD
(whispering in right ear)

There’s no people. Come on, let’s 
just go a few yards from camp and 
look around. Hold my hand.

EFX: Hand holding.

LEXI
Okay.

Efx: underbrush crunching. Goat mew.

LEXI (CONT’D)
Over there! Next to that tree.

NARRATOR
Todd and Lexi approached it and 
walked a full circle around the 
tree’s base. It was huge, massive 
really, but there was no sign of 
any goat. 

TODD
Man, we are tripping way too hard.

Efx: goat call, from within the tree.

LEXI
(scared)

Todd? That sounded like it was 
coming from INSIDE the tree.
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TODD
(whispering in right ear)

It’s not possible! It’s insane!

NARRATOR
But Todd tapped on the wood, just 
to be sure.

Efx: knocking

Efx: goat call

LEXI
It’s inside. It’s inside!

TODD
Maybe it’s stuck? Here, take the 
flashlight. Maybe the tree is 
hollow and it’s stuck inside or 
something.

NARRATOR
Todd pointed to a gaping maw in the 
bark above them.

TODD
I’m gonna climb up a little and 
look. 

NARRATOR
Todd jumped and shimmied his way up 
the trunk a little and then peered 
inside the dark hole in the bark.

TODD
Hand me the flashlight.

EFX: Hand Flashlight

NARRATOR
Releasing only one hand from his 
tenuous grip around the trunk, Todd 
took the flashlight from Lexi and 
then held it up to peek inside.

TODD
JESUS CHRIST!

LEXI
(frantic)

What!? What is it!?
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TODD
(flustered)

This is...it’s...there’s dead goats 
in here.

LEXI
What!? 

TODD
Dead goats. Rotting.

LEXI
(shaky)

Yeah but...but we heard them. 
You’re just tripping.

TODD
Fuck. Fuck!

Efx: goat calling from the distance

Efx: trees rustling in wind

Efx: footsteps through the woods

TODD (CONT’D)
(deceptively calm)

Let’s go back to camp, Lex.

LEXI
Is it safe?

TODD
No. We’re leaving.

Efx: goat mew/close

NARRATOR
Todd and Lexi stumbled back from 
the tree.

LEXI
One of them is alive, Todd.

TODD
(shaken)

No. They’re not. They’re all dead.  

LEXI
Oh god. 

TODD
Let’s go.
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NARRATOR
Lexi and Todd turned back toward 
their tent, but froze as a beam of 
light swept across the camp site. 
Crouched in front of their tent was 
a shuddering, naked man. 

A crown of severed goat horns sat 
atop his head, rising and twisting 
around his scalp chaotically. The 
man stared back at Todd and Lexi 
curiously, his eyes blinking 
rapidly.  

LEXI
(hushed)

Oh...my...god...

TODD
(whispers)

Don’t move. Don’t even breathe if 
you can help it. 

LEXI
Please.

Efx: multiple goat calls

Efx: trees groaning

NARRATOR
The naked man jerked his head to 
the left as he heard the goats in 
the woods. The sounds came from 
everywhere, surrounding the 
campsite, a dozen calls from a 
dozen different directions. Slowly, 
the man stood and his eyes returned 
to Todd and Lexi

GOAT MAN
Have you come to watch?

LEXI
(whispers)

Did he just talk to us?

TODD
(whispers)

Don’t talk to him. It’s 
a...hallucination.
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GOAT MAN
(slightly louder)

Have you come to watch, children?

LEXI
(whispers)

Answer him!

TODD
(whispers)

Ok ok...

TODD (CONT’D)
(clears throat)

Uh...uh who are you, man? 

GOAT MAN
(confused)

Yes. Of course I am a human man. 
Tonight is a great night. Have you 
come to watch?

TODD
Watch what?

NARRATOR
The naked man smiled and his hands 
reached up to stroke his crown of 
horns. 

GOAT MAN
Our friends from the sky are 
pleased with us tonight. Can’t you 
hear them applauding? Can’t you 
hear them cheering?

Efx: multiple goat calls

LEXI
Are you real or these just some 
really gnarly visuals?

GOAT MAN
I am real. We have prepared a gift 
for our friends. They will watching 
us.

TODD
We? I don’t even know you, man.

GOAT MAN
Do you not see all of them around 
you?
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NARRATOR
Todd slowly lifted the beam and 
moved it through the trees. His 
heart dropped as he realized they 
were surrounded by dozens of the 
goat man’s followers. The light 
washed across their pale flesh with 
a reddish hew highlighting their 
wild eyes as well as the horns atop 
their heads.

LEXI
(crying)

It’s not real. It’s not real, it’s 
a bad trip.

TODD
What the hell is this? Who are you 
people?

GOAT MAN
Don’t you know? Can’t you hear the 
cry of our offering? 

(whispers) 
Listen to the trees. Do you hear 
them?

Efx: trees groaning

EFX: goats

LEXI
Todd, I want to lay down. This 
isn’t real. This isn’t right! 

NARRATOR
Todd slowly moved Lexi behind him 
and rested the light on the man in 
front of them.

TODD
We’re just leaving, man. Let us get 
our packs - you can have the tent 
if you want.

GOAT MAN
The time draws near. How special it 
is that you have come to watch. 
Another has come to witness the 
great gift. 
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NARRATOR
A woman walked out from between the 
trees. She was completely naked 
like the others and covered in 
green body paint. 

GOAT MAN
It is an honor to have you with us 
this evening. 

WOMAN IN GREEN
I would not miss this holy night. 
I’m honored you have invited me. 

GOAT MAN
We all worship the gods of the sky, 
do we not? 

WOMAN IN GREEN
I am not familiar with the 
traditions of this territory.

GOAT MAN
Then let us show you how we honor 
them here. 

WOMAN IN GREEN
And what is the purpose of this 
mated pair? 

GOAT MAN
That is for the gods to decide.

TODD
We’re leaving! 

GOAT MAN 
Stay! There is nothing to fear! 

NARRATOR
The naked man clapped and all his 
followers surrounded Lexi and Todd. 

EFX: Lexi whimpers.

TODD
Get back!

NARRATOR
Four men approached and grabbed 
both of them, restraining them. The 
others backed away into the trees.

18.



GOAT MAN
(loudly)

Rise! Let them rise!

EFX: Sounds of struggle. Lexi crying.

TODD
Let us go! Go!

LEXI
(horrified)

Todd...what are they doing?

NARRATOR
The naked congregation began to bow 
to the trees they surrounded. Then, 
with no warning and in unison, they 
reared their heads back and cracked 
them against the bark as one.

TODD
(terrified)

You’ve all lost your minds...

NARRATOR
The congregation reared back and 
beat their heads against the tree 
trunks again and again. Until the 
horns upon their heads cracked off 
or stabbed into their skulls. Until 
their faces were red with blood. 
Until their skulls were flat and 
blunted.

Efx: deep bass rumble

LEXI
(crying)

I want to go home!

TODD
Get off of us!

GOAT MAN
Shhhhhh.

TODD
Fuck you!

WOMAN IN GREEN
There is nothing you can do now. 
Your fate will be decided by the 
gods this evening.
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GOAT MAN
She comes! 

Efx: loud goat calls

Efx: trees beginning to splinter

GOAT MAN (CONT’D)
It has begun!

NARRATOR
The trees were littered with the 
dead and the air filled with the 
shrill cry of goats. It came from 
all directions, ebbing and flowing 
like the tides.

LEXI
The fucking waves! I knew we were 
in the ocean

NARRATOR
The trees around them began to 
tremble and splinter, the roots 
rose from the ground. The air grew 
hotter, thicker. The forest shook. 
The trees contorted.

GOAT MAN
She rises!

TODD
This isn’t real! It isn’t real, 
Lexi!

LEXI
(crying)

It is real. The trees are moving. 
It’s all real.

Efx: trees groaning

NARRATOR
The trees had uprooted themselves. 
They came together, bending and 
rolling toward one another, like 
hands conjoining, fingers 
interlacing. They twisted together 
of their own accord, pushed and 
wrapped by forces unseen. As they 
melded, a figure began to take 
shape.
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TODD
(breathless)

It’s a...

LEXI
- it’s a goat. 

GOAT MAN
Marvelous, isn’t it? We have worked 
very hard to unearth this ancient 
magic.

(raises his voice)
Are the gods of the sky happy? Does 
this please you!? Have we not shown 
that we are in awe of you!? Will 
you not smile down upon us now!?

TODD
Who is he talking to?

GOAT MAN FOLLOWER
Our true masters.

Efx: some kind of monster roar.

NARRATOR
The massive goat began to walk 
across the clearing, its huge 
wooden hooves shaking the earth. 
The creature’s snout protruded and 
twisted, the timber split to reveal 
a great billowing darkness inside, 
exposing a mouth leading to utter 
emptiness. 

Efx: wood groaning

LEXI
(scared)

Todd. Todd it’s looking right at 
us.

TODD
(crying)

It’s not real.

EFX: thundering footsteps

NARRATOR
The giant alpine goat thundered 
closer, its colossal splintered jaw 
cracked open. Branches protruded 
from its head like long, twisted 
horns. 

(MORE)
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Leaves tumbled from its woodland 
torso like fur. FInally, Its 
eyeless head dipped low and 
appraised Todd and Lexi.

Efx: snorting/sniffing

LEXI
(terrified)

Todd? 

TODD
(breathless)

Oh fuck...

GOAT MAN
Be still. Be so still. 

GOAT MAN FOLLOWER
(in awe)

Incredible.

Efx: snort

Efx: monster growl

TODD
Stop! Please stop!

LEXI
What’s wrong with it?

EFX: Big Monster step

GOAT MAN
(quietly)

She has made a decision.

TODD
No. No. Make it stop. Please.

GOAT MAN
Who am I to command such things? 
This beast is not mine. It is 
theirs, my gift to them, a tribute.

NARRATOR
The naked man spread his hands to 
the heavens, a smile lit up his 
face. 

Efx: monster roar

NARRATOR (CONT'D)
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LEXI
What!? What is it doing!?

GOAT MAN
You may try to run if you would 
like. 

TODD
What the fu-

Efx: monster roar

LEXI
TODD, LOOK OUT!

EFX: Bones Crunching

Efx: Monster Eating

NARRATOR
The giant wooden goat snapped its 
creaking jaws down over Todd, 
crushing his torso instantly 
between its vice-like planks 

EFX: Todd Death Scream

EFX: Bone Crunching

NARRATOR (CONT’D)
The goat lifted its head and Todd, 
still howling, disappeared down its 
throat. Blood dripped to the 
woodland floor as the goat 
shuddered and then lowered its head 
to Lexi.

LEXI
No...No, Todd!

NARRATOR
Lexi stumbled back, away from the 
creature, a howl of terror ringing 
from her lips. The goat advanced on 
her, its jaws a vermillion mess of 
sharp splinters. 

EFX: Lexi Screams

GOAT MAN
The Gods of the Sky have sent a 
message! The rapture is coming 
soon!
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WOMAN IN GREEN
Amazing! Thank you gods of the Sky!

LEXI
Someone help me! PLEASE!

NARRATOR
But no one did. The gathering stood 
still  and watched as the wooden 
goat lowered its snout once more. 
In a flash, it scooped up Lexi and 
her screams crescendo into the 
night as her body was crushed. 

EFX: Lexi Death Scream

EFX: Body crunched and eaten alive

NARRATOR (CONT’D)
Her gurgling cries faded to silence 
as she was ingested by the beast. 

Efx: monster roar

Efx: fade out

EFX: Transition noise

KATIE
That is strange indeed! I feel like 
somehow this is somehow connected?

HAN ZIGGLER
Do you think this had something to 
do with the ritual at the elephant 
club? That lady looked awfully 
familiar

KATIE
I don’t know. How much of this do 
you think is even real and how much 
of this is just be a hallucination 
coming from LSD?

HAN ZIGGLER
It’s tough to say. In my 
experimental days, LSD made me 
think my dog was a genie and that 
Paul Ryan had a moral backbone.

KATIE
So this Project Cyclops could mean 
anything.
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HAN ZIGGLER
Precisely!

EFX: Door Close

EFX: Recorder Off.
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